
MICHIPICOTEN ELDERS AND YOUTH GATHERING 
WORKSHOP TITLE: TELLING OUR STORY  
& UNCOVERING MICHIPICOTEN HISTORY 

Monday July 29, Tuesday July 30 and Wednesday 
July 31 in Tent #4 

 

Facilitators: Michael Bopp and Judie Bopp 

Background 
Michael and Judie Bopp of the Four Worlds Centre for Development Learning, have been 
engaged by the Michipicoten First Nation to facilitate the development of a comprehensive 
community plan (CCP) that: 
❖ looks ahead at least 10 years; 
❖ is based on extensive consultation with our grassroots community members; 
❖ lays out strategic pathways for the development of our people, wherever they reside; and 
❖ describes strategic paths for the development of our First Nation as a whole. 

Part of that work is remembering where we have come from, and what happened to us in the 
past that has made our present what it is.  

Here’s what we know for sure 
❖ Our people have used the area in and around the mouth of the Michipicoten River for as long 

as 6,000 years. 
❖ Because of what it took to survive long ago, many of our people lived in small family groups 

for much of the year, only gathering around the mouths of rivers on the shores of the Great 
Lake for the summer months for fishing, 
ceremonies, important meetings and 
socializing. For most of the year, we were 
scattered over thousands of kilometres of our 
traditional territory. 

❖ When the fur trade and the settlers came, we 
were gradually squeezed out of our 
traditional territories and forced into smaller 
and smaller communities. As a result, our 
people could no longer earn a living the way 
they had done for generations, and so we 
were forced to scatter even further, all over 
Ontario and beyond. 

About this workshop 
This workshop is about gathering stories from our people so that we can put together a 
comprehensive history of who we are and where we’ve come from. That story will include the 
following. 



❖ How our people lived long ago: What we believed, how we governed our affairs, how we 
conducted ourselves, how we survived and thrived—understanding what it was to be 
Anishinaabe before the “light-skinned visitors” ever came here. 

❖ What happened to us when our people interacted with European settlers: As the 
country of Canada was forming, what happened to us? What did we lose? What impact did 
this history have on us as a people and on the Nation? 

❖ What has happened to our families in more recent times: Where did we go? What did we 
do to survive? 

❖ How have we resisted assimilation and continue to struggle to retain our identity as 
Michipicoten Anishinaabe people? 

Who should come 
❖ Anyone with stories to tell about their family history or the history of Michipicoten, or anyone 

who just wants to hear stories. 

What to bring 
❖ Stories about your family or other Michipicoten people from the past to the present 
❖ Old photographs that showed how people lived 
❖ Any treasures from the past that you are willing to show and share a bit about 
❖ Any documents from the past that tell a part of Michipicoten history 

For more information contact Wanita Chapman at the Band office: 705-856-1993 
 


