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In beautiful Northern Ontario we can feel that we’re on the cusp of our wonderful
summer and fall seasons. It’s bitter sweet when the carefree days of summer fade. We
have been truly blessed this past season. I would like to acknowledge and say
Chi-miigwetch/Many Thanks to Creator, our Spirit Helpers, each of our Ancestors from the
beginning of time who walk with each one of us. One of our Elders said, that in all the
years he has been coming to our Youth and Elder’s Gathering, “He has never witnessed
such harmony by everyone.” That speaks volumes and puts things into perspective so
much better than I ever could.
On behalf of Michipicoten as a whole, I also acknowledge and express our utmost
gratitude to all of our great staff and summer students who worked diligently at getting us
ready for our Youth & Elder’s Gathering. Each and every one of you contributed to the
love and respect shared by all. You provided whatever was needed during the Gathering
and of course, dismantling everything afterwards was not an easy task. I would also like to
offer a special thanks to our sponsors Wesdome Gold Mines Ltd., Alamos Gold Inc.,
Prodigy/Argonaut Gold Inc. and our numerous individual sponsors who I will not list in
case I miss someone. You know who you are and we are so grateful to each and every one
of you.
Other successes we had this summer included our graduations across the country. It was a
great time to celebrate the academic achievements of our students young and old. There
are some pictures in this newsletter and we know there has to be many more out there.
We really encourage you to send your pictures to d.buonomo@michipicoten.com. Deanna
works on coordinating our newsletters and can add your submissions to our newsletters/
community flyers, website, the book being created for us by our Comprehensive
Community Planning leads, Michael and Judy Bopp or she can pass them on to the
appropriate parties. Remember, we’re looking for historic and current pictures of you and
your family no matter where you live. We really need your help to reunite our
Michipicoten family.
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Something else I am particularly proud of is a resolution I brought to the floor of the All
Ontario Chiefs Conference on June 11-13, 2019 in Sault Ste Marie, ON. Resolution 26/19
Recognizes the Great Lakes as Living Entities and it was carried by the Chiefs in Assembly.
There is so much happening on a daily basis. We really need the skills and expertise of
you, our citizens. If you’re interested and I know some of you are, please submit your
letters of interest and resumes. If nothing is available right now, we will keep your
expressions of interest on file for future reference.

Support our Youth Council!

Our words and our actions are our energy. I would like to acknowledge you and say
Chi-Miigwetch to each and every one of you for who you are and all you do to make this
world a better place.

First Nations and
Inuit Hope for
Wellness Help Line

Until next time, Baamaapii,
Gimaa Kwe Patricia Tangie

NEED TO TALK ?

1-855-242-3310
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Ext

Name

Position

E-mail

210

Paula Penno

Administrative Assistant

ppenno@michipicoten.com

213

Jessica Labranche

Executive Officer

j.labranche@michipicoten.com

214

Alexandra Benson

Executive Secretary

a.benson@michipicoten.com

215

Patricia Tangie

Chief

ptangie@michipicoten.com

217

Chris Buckell

Public Works Administrator

cbuckell@michipicoten.com

218

Wendy Peterson

Education Counsellor / Membership

wpeterson@michipicoten.com

219

Deanna Buonomo

Librarian/Communications

d.buonomo@michipicoten.com

221

Aaron Bumstead

Director of Lands & Economic Development

a.bumstead@michipicoten.com

223

Karen Tait

Central Filing Expert

ktait@michipicoten.com

224

Lena Andre

Community Health Representative

landre@michipicoten.com

226

Nancy Andre

Community Health Promotion Worker

nandre@michipicoten.com

227

Wanita Chapman

Special Project Officer

w.chapman@michipicoten.com

228

Chris Wilson

Family Support Worker

c.wilson@michipicoten.com

229

Laverne Lewis

Medical Van Driver

llewis@michipicoten.com

233

Roberta Day

Sr. Accounting

rday@michipicoten.com

—-

Petry Sijtsma Poll

School Van Driver/OIT

—————————————

3 Maple Street, Wawa, ON - Family Well-Being Lodge: 705-856-0129
228

Joanne Wilson

Band Representative

j.wilson@michipicoten.com

235

Ashley Berry

Family Well-Being Worker

a.berry@michipicoten.com

O&M

(705) 856-4825

WTP Operator
OIT

cbuckell@michipicoten.com

Carpentry Shop
Emile Neyland Delphis Stone
Martin Andre
Jr. Shawana
Marcel Lewis

Water Treatment Plant
Chris Buckell

RR#1, Site 8, Box 1
107 Hiawatha Dr., MFN
WAWA, ON P0S 1K0
Phone: 705-856-1993 / TF: 1-888-303-7723
Fax: 705-856-1642
www.michipicoten.com

MFN Community Trust
RR#1, Site 8, Box 24
16 Whitesands Dr., MFN
WAWA, ON P0S 1K0
Phone: 705-856-9559 / TF: 1-888-818-4417
Fax: 705-856-7872

The information/articles submitted to the newsletter
We pledge to do our best to keep you informed in a timely
do not necessarily represent the views and opinions of
manner on events of interest to all members.
the Editor or Michipicoten First Nation.
Submission deadline is the 15th of the month for the month
following. We reserve the right to refuse potentially
MFN Newsletter Schedule
damaging or inflammatory articles.
Send submissions to:
Winter - February
Spring - May
d.buonomo@michipicoten.com
Summer - August
Fall - November
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Youth & Elders Gathering 2019
Michipicoten First Nation’s Annual Youth and Elder’s Gathering was held from July 29th to August 2nd,
2019 and was a huge success with workshops and events taking place both day and night during the
week. There were over 350 attendees who registered between those dates. The Sacred Fire was lit
the morning of July 29th and to start the week, a sunrise ceremony was held at 6:00 A.M. Sunrise
ceremonies were held each day of the gathering.
I would like to commend our Fire Keepers Dave Swanson Sr., John Tangie, and Austin Lewis for
tending to the sacred fire. With people attending morning, afternoon, evening, even through the
night, our Fire Keepers were never alone. A chi-miigwetch to everyone that brought coffee and food
throughout the Gathering. Another thank you to Brett Wilson and Glen Dieter for always lending a
hand whenever and wherever help was needed.
There was a variety of traditional teachings, crafts and ceremonies along with games, activities,
entertainment and workshops that were conducted throughout the week. This year we were able to
secure “Going Miles.” (Dakota House and Scott Ward) Their series of workshops and evening shows
pleased all who attended and many were able to meet the bad boy, Teevee Tenia from the series
North of 60. He was truly inspirational with the youth that attended his workshops on bulling, drugs,
alcohol, suicide and empowerment. Many parents went to his parenting workshop that explained the
outcome of intergenerational trauma and the effects on our parenting today.
In the evening he held a dance and karaoke social and Scott did a mentalist and hypnosis show which
had everyone laughing so hard and in awe over his mind reading abilities.. The water trampoline,
kayaks and paddle boards were another huge success and enjoyed by all.
I commend all who were involved, participated and for their hard work and cooperation. Miigwetch
for bringing a sense of community and harmony to Michipicoten First Nation. We hope you enjoyed
your stay with us as much as we enjoyed your presence. I think the highlight this year was the
wonderful firework display from Junior Shawana and Marcel Lewis. You both did a fantastic job! I
would like to thank everyone who helped out in making this Gathering a very successful one. See you
all next year!

Nancy Andre
Youth and Elder’s Gathering Coordinator
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A Growing Nation
Michipicoten First Nation is a dynamic and growing Nation. The demands we must meet are
multifaceted:
•
•
•

Our citizens are asking for improved services and more civic engagement;
Provincial, federal and First Nation regional governments are looking to us for enhanced
participation in developing collaborative policies and process; and,
Private industry is looking to us to develop partnerships or demanding the exploitation of
resources in our traditional territory.

We acknowledge the need to be responsive and responsible in responding to these
demands. In keeping aligned with our vision to be an economic, independent, self-sustaining,
self-governing Nation, our workforce is expanding. We are inviting you, our citizens, to come
and be a part of our exciting transformation and growth.
In the coming weeks and months, Michipicoten First Nation will be actively recruiting in
human resources, finance, economic development, forestry, environmental monitoring, land
use planning, education, and health and wellness.
We are also looking for citizens to act as our delegated representative on various boards,
such as:
• Supercom Industries: https://www.supercomindustries.com/
• Anishinabek Employment and Training Services: https://www.aets.org/
Follow us on our website for more information on these exciting career opportunities:
https://michipicoten.com/aboriginal-job-opportunities/
We encourage you to check back often as new opportunities arise.

Miigwetch!
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Membership Accomplishments

Congratulations to our
Michipicoten Highschool
Graduates: Hailey Tangie,
Samantha Mikus &
Shamira Stone.

Congratulations to Sir James Dunn
Public School Graduates: Emma
Chapman, Tyler Andre &
Kyle Andre.

Be proud of your
accomplishments and good
luck in high school!
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Maamwesying kina gweyahn N’mninobimaadizing.
Working as One for the Well-being of All.
Providing Primary Health Care to meet the needs of Indigenous People and Families of
Brunswick House First Nation, Chapleau Cree First Nation, Chapleau Ojibwe First Nation, and
Michipicoten First Nation. We offer Primary Health Care, Preventative Care, Disease
Management, Diabetes Management, Counselling, Traditional Healing, Foot Care Clinics,
Smoking Cessation, Ontario Tele Medicine site, and much more…
Our Health Professionals service both the Chapleau and Wawa area at the following locations:
3 Maple Street, Upper Level—Wawa, ON
Sacred Tree Wellness Centre—Chapleau, ON
Brunswick House First Nation—Chapleau, ON
For Appointments Call:
Toll Free: 1-833-564-2726
Local: 705-856-0129 ext. 241
Clinic times for services may vary.

Should you like to submit an interesting article
(membership information), birth
announcement, graduation,
death announcement, dedication, inspirational quotes,
pictures, and / or a joke perhaps.
Please email:
d.buonomo@michipicoten.com
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Tikinagin Workshop
A newborn is very powerful, the greatest of all teachers. They can sense things that are not the
norm, and let you know. They continue to teach us as they grow. For example, they will crawl,
stand, fall down and get up again. You don’t just get up once and walk forever, you will fall and
you will have to get up again and again. – Elder Mary Lee
Tikinagin, moss bags and cradleboards were a vital part of child-rearing in First Nation
communities. They were special items that were both useful and practical. Babies were wrapped
in a moss bag and securely bound to a thin cushioned board usually made of pine or cedar wood,
then laced with thin straps of leather. The boards were smudged with prayers, songs and good
thoughts for the baby. They were then either carried in parents’ arms, worn on mother’s back
during travel, propped up on the ground like a baby chair or secured to a sled for longer journeys.
The benefits of moss bags and cradleboards included longer sleeps, since the baby wouldn’t
jerk and wake up; keeping the child’s backbone and legs straight, further strengthening the neck
muscles; sharpening their gifts of vision, hearing and awareness and being stimulated by their
environment and family. Babies were allowed to see the world as mom and dad saw it, but since
they were also kept close to their mothers, they felt secure and safe.
Many First Nations across Canada are revitalizing the use of the traditional cradle board. By
doing this, empowering each other and our children with knowledge of our culture, language,
and history, we can strengthen our values and our families. Also, as we preserve and retain our
cultural strength we become better equipped to live with a challenging and ever changing world.
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